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Khan-el-Khalili 


“The World Famous Oriental Bazaar” 
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Khan EI Khalili, the charming oriental bazaar, is the meeting-place of í X | å "ef A ie Vy 
all medieval art and the centre of exquisite Islamic masterpieces. . . “lft 5 i gE | | Å Å 
Khan EI Khalili, permeated with the beautiful perfumes of musk i os | Å TE : FY 
and sandalwood from swinging incense-burners, lies in the 
very centre of the Old City of Cairo. Á straight road, 
over 1000 years old, runs from Ataba Square to 
Khan EI Khalili. This is Mousky Street, 
the first modern road, famous 
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numerous 
and brightly lit shops, dis- 
playing locally manufactured and im- 
ported goods from the four corners of the globe. 
On both sides of Mousky Street, there are numerous 
handbarrows, loaded with oriental goods. It is for this 
reason that Mousky is a renowned trading centre. Walking 
through “El-Mousky” is indeed an unforgettable experience; and 
at the end of the street, one turns left into Khan El Khalili. Another 
famous street, Al Azhar, which was built some 40 years ago, runs 
parallel to and a little to the south of “El Mousky“, and leads to the 
oldest university in the world: Al-Azhar University, where studies began 
around 975 A. D. People yearning for the charm and atmosphere of the 
Orient rush to Khan El Khalili. There they walk fascinated by the 
winding, narrow alley-ways, and the sun’s rays peeping through the 
roofs covering the streets. Khan El Khalili is famous for its shops and 
windows that teem with multishaped copper pots and urns, glass 
ware, woodwork, leather goods, brightly coloured carpets, and 
shining swords and daggers made of Damascus steel. A familiar 
and interesting sight in Khan El Khalili is the old craftsman, 
stooping over a piece of silver or copper, with his small 
hammer and chisel, and fine filaments as he inlays 
them into intricate designs. Near him, is a 
young apprentice lad, patiently 
inlaying small 


intricate pieces of ebony and ivory into a wooden urn. He is, indeed, a 
model of patience, working for long hours and even days, until his work 
of art is completed. He is unaffected by the modern age, for he seeks 

perfection and precision. Upon entering Khan El Khalili, one seems 

to have been cut off from modern Cairo, with its wide streets and 
tall buildings. Khan El Khalili, with its rare cloths, jewelry, vividly 
coloured wares, pulsates with the true spirit of the Orient. 
A visitor is always offered coffee or mint-tea as he 
examines the goods. The beautiful wares, the 
intricate designs, and the vivid colours 
have a tremendous impact 
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are seve- 3 
ral masterpieces of Islamic 


architecture of which Cairo is the proud 
owner. The most famous of these are: 


tor, who, in- 

variably inquires 
about the history of 
this unique bazaar, and 
how all these wares — be 
they from India, China, Ara- 
bia, Syria, or even Europe — 
found their way there! Well, let 
us go back in time; in fact, to the 
beginning of the 15th Century 
A. D., when Emir Jarkas El-Khalili 
ordered the market-place to be built 
on the site of an old Fatimid ceme- 
tery from the 10th Century A. D. 
Shops were built, and all the crafts- 
men and artisans, who had been 

scattered all over the city, were 
grouped there. The market or 
bazaar was repaired and re- 
novated in the days of 
Sultan Al Ghouri in 

1511 A. D. Near 
Khan EI Khalili, 


1. Al Mansour Kalawoon Complex 11285 A. D.), and 
located in Sharia Al Mo’iz Lideen Allah. 


This complex is considered a turning point in the history of Islamic 
architecture, for it shows strong traces of the Syrian architecture 
which Sultan Al-Mansoor Kalawoon introduced into Egypt. The com- 
plex comprises a mosque, a school, a shrine and a hospital. The dome 
of the shrine portrays the best in Islamic design and decoration of the 
early Mameluke era. In fact, this dome is inspired by the Dome of the Rock 
in Jerusalem. 
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2. Madrasset (School) Al-Nasser Mohamed Ibn Kala- 
woon (1304 A. D.), and located in Sharia Al-Mo'iz Lideen 
Allah. 


A EN 


The school, situated in the northern part of the Kalawoon 
Complex, has only one remaining tower charac- 
terised by intricate inscriptions and decora- 
tions, as well as a marble Gothic 
entrance, 
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which 
was once the 

door of a church 
in Acre, and was 
brought to Cairo by Al- 
Ash-raf Khalil, the brother ot 
Al-Nasser, in 1290 A. D. 
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3. The Mosque and School of 
Sultan Al-Zaher  Barkouk 
(1384-1386 A. D.), and located 
in Sharia Al- Mo'iz Lideen Allah. 


This compound, built in the 14th 
Century A. D.,is north of Al- Nasser 
School, and is very similar in 
design to Sultan Hassan Mos- 
que, which is famous for its cen- 
tral court “sahn” with four halls. 
The marbleinlaid minaret is 
of exquisite lines, while 
the door of the mos- 
que and school is 
covered with 
thin 
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copper, 
cut up into intricate geo- 
metric patterns and inlaid with gold 
and silver. The windows, however, are made 
of wood; thus breaking with the traditional custom 
of having mosque windows made of plaster. 
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4. Al-Hussein Mosque, located in Midan Al-Hussein at 
Al-Azhar. 
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This mosque houses the shrine preserving the head of the martyr 
Abu Abdallah Al-Hussein, the son of Aly Ibn Abu Taleb. The mosque 
dates back to the year 49 Hegira while the section close by dates 
back to 1236 A. D. (634 H.). The mosque was completed in the 
18th Century A. D. by Emir Abdel Rahman Katkhada. The shrine 
thus became part of the mosque, to which an elegant Ottoman 
section was added in the southwestern corner. The facade of the 
mosque is of simple Gothic style. Inside, the niche is decorated 
with fine-coloured marble mosaics. Two silver inlaid doors 
connect the main hall with the shrine. The dome is 
covered with coloured-plant designs, and the whole 
ceiling was raised on 44 marble columns. In 1959, 
the mosque was expanded to the north and 
the marble columns were in- 
creased 1092. 
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1966 (1385 Hegira), a QU 


silver balcony was installed over the ON åå 
shrine. This was a gift from Taher Seif El-din, 
the Sultan of the Indian Bahra Sect. It is inscribed with 
gold Koranic verses and is unparalled among Islamic shrines. 
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5. Al-Azhar Mosque (970 - 972 A. D.), located at Na 

N Midan Al-Azhar. € 
MOM AY 
ai This is the first mosque built in Cairo, and is the oldest Fatimid mo- Al 'i 


nument. It was erected by Gawhar El-Saqqally, the army leader of 
Al-Mo'iz Lideen Allah Al-Fatimi, the first of the Fatimid Caliphs 
in Egypt. The mosque is a living record of the development of 
Islamic architecture; for many additions have been made, embracing 
the Mameluke and Ottoman styles. 
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6. The Mosque and Dome of Sultan Al-Ghouri. 


TANSY This complex was built by King Al-Ashraf Mansoor Al- Wl of) | 
Da GS Ghouri in the 16th Century A. D. It is located at the í p 


intersection of Al-Azhar and Al-Mo'iz Streets, 
and is one of the most exquisite heri- 
tages of the Jarkas Mame- 
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Sultans 
dynasty. The 
Dome is cha- 
racterised by its quin- 
tuplet heads, which are 
similar to the Persian domes. 


Wekallet El- 
Ghouri is the 
most complete, one 
of its kind and has retai- 
ned its architectural details. 
The facade faces the north, 
and is simple in design except 
for some “mashrabiyat” in the 
upper floors. In the centre of 
the facade is a huge door, top- 
ped by intricate designs, lea- 
ding through a corridor to a 
long courtyard, surrounded on 
the eastern, western and sou- 
thern sides, by pointed ar- 
ches, supported by octago- 
nal-shaped columns. There is 
a modern fountain in the 
centre of the courtyard Tra- 
ders and merchants res- 
ted under the arches, 
buying and selling 
their goods, 
and 
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7. “Wekallet’” Al-Ghouri 
(909-910 Hegira, 1503-1504 
A. D.). 
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Wekallet Al-Ghouri lies at the 
beginning of Sharia El-Tablita 
(EI Sheikh Mohamed Abdou, 
formerly) at the intersection with 
Sharia Al-Azhar. It was built at 
the command of King Al-Ashraf 
Konsowa Al-Ghouri as a mee- 
ting-palce of all traders co- 
ming to the capital. The 
“wekallats’’ played an 
important part in stimu- 
lating economic and 
trade activity 
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cluding deals 
before their sto- 
re-rooms on the 
ground floor. The three 
upper floors were reser- 
ved for sleeping. Their 
inter-laced windows over- 
looked the courtyards. To- 
day the “wekallet” is a perma- 
nent centre for traditional crafts 
and skills, such as metal in- 
laying, —tent-making,  inlaying 
wood, wood carving and 
turning, relief glass, interla- 
ced glass and ceramics. Here, 
apprentice boys, from the 
neighbourhood, learn the 
secrets of these crafts and 
skills so as to form a 
new generation of 
highly skilled wor- 
kers. Several pain- 
ters and sculp- 
tors 
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live on the first floor. The courtyard, at present, is used 
for seminars, as well as for theatrical performances and 
artistic exhibitions. 

Just a brief glimpse of Khan El Khalili, the world famous 
oriantal bazar, and its surrounding Islamic masterpie- 
ces. 

It is only a small part of what the visitor to this 
historical area can see. Once there, no 
doubt the visitor will find many other things 
of great interest, and of which he 
will retain the fondest of me- 
mories. 
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For more information kindly contact the Ministry of Tourism, infor- 
mation offices: Cairo 5, Adly St., Tel. 923000 
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